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The Way of Wealth: Fortune and Risk in Seventeenth-Century Chinese Short Stories
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This course introduces students to representative works by major seventeenth-century Chinese
authors, including Ling Mengchu and Li Yu, examining how their short fiction portrays the pursuit of
wealth and the risks it entails. Through guided close reading, students will develop foundational skills
in narrative analysis. An integrated cycle of in-class reading, analytical writing, and peer review will

build their competencies in close reading, critical thinking, and argument construction.
Keywords : 17" century, Chinese fiction, wealth management
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