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This course is structured around two principal components. The first focuses on the historical
development, cultural background, and formal characteristics of classical Chinese poetry and song
lyrics, alongside close readings and appreciations of canonical works. The second emphasizes practical
training, guiding students in the chanting and singing of poetry and lyrics as a means to gain a deeper

understanding of the musical and aesthetic dimensions of Chinese classical literature. This component

is complemented by instruction and demonstration in operatic movement and stage makeup, enabling
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students to experience the processes through which performers in premodern society were trained, and

to develop an informed appreciation of their artistic culture and professional discipline.
Keywords : chanting and singing of poetry, Chinese Opera, Classical Chinese.
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