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Premodern Chinese Vernacular Short Stories
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This course introduces students to representative vernacular short stories from the Ming-Qing
period. Drawing on perspectives from commerce, gender, economics, and translation, we read classic
works by major late Ming and early Qing writers such as Feng Menglong and Li Yu. The course also
provides instruction in the principles and techniques of reading fiction, equipping students with tools
for narrative analysis. Through recurring rounds of textual analysis, analytical writing, and peer
critique, students will gain knowledge of the genre and develop skills in close reading, critical thinking,
and argumentation.

Keywords : Ming Qing fiction, Feng Menglong, Li Yu
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