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College Chinese-Qin and Han Civil Official Experience: Introduction and Practice of Bamboo

and Silk Manuscripts
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In recent years, excavated documents from the Warring States to the Qin and Han periods have
been gradually published, encompassing a wide range of topics, including classics, history,
philosophy, and literary collections. These manuscripts hold significant academic value for
various fields such as classical studies, historiography, literature, thought, law, and military
studies, making them well-suited for interdisciplinary research in the humanities.
This course focuses on Qin and Han bamboo and silk manuscripts (e.g., the Shuihudi Qin
Slips, Yuelu Qin Slips, Mawangdui Silk Texts, and Peking University Han Slips). First, we select
relevant texts and teach methods of historical document interpretation. Through copying,
editing, and textual research, we allow students to have a preliminary experience of the work
of Qin and Han civil servants. In the process, we enable learners to communicate the literary
and historical knowledge of unearthed documents with ancient philology, exegesis, and other
disciplines, thereby strengthening the cross-border connection between digital humanities,
history, and philology.
Keywords : Qin and Han Bamboo and Silk Manuscripts, Han Clerical Script Copying, Bamboo Slips
Compilation, Chinese Paleography, Studies of Chinese Excavated Texts
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