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Investigation of active tectonics and geological landscape in central Taiwan
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Mountain building in Taiwan is a young and active process. It has captured the attention of
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geologists worldwide. The 1999 Chi-Chi earthquake was a demonstration of the mountain-building
process. It has been 26 years since the 1999 Chi-Chi earthquake; most of the undergraduate students
were not born and do not know what Taiwan went through during that time. We will visit the surface
ruptures and remains from the earthquake and discuss the origin of the earthquake. On the other hand,
we will visit the sites along the Zhuoshui River to observe the active tectonics and geological landscape
along the river. The first step of the modular course is to give students an introduction to general
geology and structures in central Taiwan. Secondly, by means of in-situ observations of geologic
structures in the field, including practices in geological depictions, students will have further knowledge
of the active tectonics and geological landscape in central Taiwan.

Keywords : Mountain building, active tectonics, 1999 Chi-Chi earthquake, Zhuoshui River
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