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Rethinking the confrontation between medical practices and society
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The “Medicine and Society” seminar explores the historical evolution of modern medicine through
the lens of “Cultured Physicians, Educated Patients.” It examines the impact on East Asian and
Taiwanese society, as well as ethical issues in clinical practice. The curriculum incorporates classic
readings, medical documentaries, film screenings, case analyses, and role simulations, focusing on the
modern history of medicine and medical anthropology. This seminar investigates the modernization of
Western medicine, its scientific foundations, and its integration with East Asian societies and cultures.
Discussions based on clinical cases help students develop empathetic and effective responses to
healthcare challenges.

Designed for students from the Colleges of Liberal Arts, Life Sciences, and Social Sciences at
National Cheng Kung University, the course welcomes participants from all disciplines. It offers non-
medical students’ insight into the historical, economic, and cultural factors influencing medical
practices. Medical humanities professionals recognize that a strong humanities background enhances
students' ability to address the complex human aspects of 21st-century medicine. The seminar aligns
with recent medical education evaluations, such as TMAC in Taiwan, which emphasize critical analysis
and reasoning skills. Students will gain a comprehensive understanding of medical practice’s human
dimensions while developing critical thinking, ethical reasoning, and communication skills. Topics
include death and dying, disease and disability, environmental and occupational health, gender and
sexuality, reproductive technologies, racial health disparities, and medicine in media. By integrating
medical arts and humanities with social and life sciences, the course prepares students to become
effective communicators in clinical settings and broader healthcare dialogues, both nationally and
globally.

Students are recommended to equip basic (high school level or equilibrium) knowledge of natural
science and biology as well as English reading skill.

Keywords : Modern history of medicine, bed-side ethics, social understanding, communication tactics
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